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PHILOSOPHICAL STATEMENTS 
The Bailey Library affirms the American Library Association’s Bill of Rights, Freedom to Read Statement, and 
the American Film and Video Association’s Freedom to View Statement listed below. The Bailey Library 
believes that all libraries are forums for information and ideas, and that the following basic policies should 
guide service. 

I. MISSION OF THE C.M. BAILEY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
The Charles M. Bailey Public Library is a lifelong learning center serving Winthrop and surrounding communities and 
offering diverse resources for people of all ages. The library collection is uncensored and made available in 
accordance with the principles of intellectual freedom.  
 

II. VISION OF THE C.M. BAILEY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
The Charles M. Bailey Public Library strives to add value to the lives of Winthrop area residents by providing 
collections, programs, and leadership that helps to develop the skills needed to succeed in all stages of life, 
and by creating occasions for the exchange of ideas, cultural experiences, and discovery.  

III. SERVICE STATEMENT 

The library will endeavor to: 

1. Provide services during the hours that best meet the needs of the community and select and purchase books 
and materials to meet those needs 

2. Provide guidance and assistance to members 
3. Initiate programs, exhibits, book lists, etc., to stimulate the use of library materials among people of all ages 
4. Cooperate with schools, other institutional libraries and other community agencies and organizations to 

determine and meet the needs of the community 
5. Secure information beyond its own resources by using inter-library loans and other resource sharing methods 
6. Lend to other libraries upon request through the contracted van delivery service, giving consideration to the 

priority of Bailey members 
7. Provide materials in any format to meet its objectives 
8. Systematically weed from the collection according to accepted professional practices 

 

 



 

III. ALA CODE OF ETHICS 
As members of the American Library Association, we recognize the importance of codifying and making known to the 
profession and to the general public the ethical principles that guide the work of librarians, trustees and library staffs. 

1. We provide the highest level of service to all library users through appropriate and usefully organized 
resources; equitable service policies; equitable access; and accurate, unbiased, and courteous responses to 
all requests. 

2. We uphold the principles of intellectual freedom and resist all efforts to censor library resources. 
3. We protect each library user's right to privacy and confidentiality with respect to information sought or 

received and resources consulted, borrowed, acquired or transmitted. 
4. We respect intellectual property rights and advocate balance between the interests of information users and 

rights holders. 
5. We treat co-workers and other colleagues with respect, fairness, and good faith, and advocate conditions of 

employment that safeguard the rights and welfare of all employees of our institutions. 
6. We do not advance private interests at the expense of library users, colleagues, or our employing 

institutions. 
7. We distinguish between our personal convictions and professional duties and do not allow our personal 

beliefs to interfere with fair representation of the aims of our institutions or the provision of access to their 
information resources. 

8. We strive for excellence in the profession by maintaining and enhancing our own knowledge and skills, by 
encouraging the professional development of co-workers, and by fostering the aspirations of potential 
members of the profession. 

9. We affirm the inherent dignity and rights of every person. We work to recognize and dismantle systemic and 
individual biases; to confront inequity and oppression; to enhance diversity and inclusion; and to advance 
racial and social justice in our libraries, communities, profession, and associations through awareness, 
advocacy, education, collaboration, services, and allocation of resources and spaces. 

Adopted at the 1939 Midwinter Meeting by the ALA Council; amended June 30, 1981; June 28, 1995; January 22, 
2008; and June 29, 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

IV. ALA BILL OF RIGHTS 

I. Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information, and enlightenment of all people 
of the community the library serves. Materials should not be excluded because of the origin, background, or views of 
those contributing to their creation. 

II. Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view on current and historical issues. 
Materials should not be proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval. 

III. Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to provide information and 
enlightenment. 

IV. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting abridgment of free expression 
and free access to ideas. 

V. A person’s right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because of origin, age, background, or views. 

VI. Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the public they serve should make such 
facilities available on an equitable basis, regardless of the beliefs or affiliations of individuals or groups requesting 
their use. 

VII. All people, regardless of origin, age, background, or views, possess a right to privacy and confidentiality in their 
library use. Libraries should advocate for, educate about, and protect people’s privacy, safeguarding all library use 
data, including personally identifiable information. 

Adopted June 19, 1939, by the ALA Council; amended October 14, 1944; June 18, 1948; February 2, 1961; June 27, 
1967; January 23, 1980; January 29, 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

IV. ALA FREEDOM TO READ 

1. It is in the public interest for publishers and librarians to make available the widest diversity of views and 
expressions, including those that are unorthodox, unpopular, or considered dangerous by the majority. 

2. Publishers, librarians, and booksellers do not need to endorse every idea or presentation they make 
available. It would conflict with the public interest for them to establish their own political, moral, or 
aesthetic views as a standard for determining what should be published or circulated. 

3. It is contrary to the public interest for publishers or librarians to bar access to writings on the basis of the 
personal history or political affiliations of the author. 

4. There is no place in our society for efforts to coerce the taste of others, to confine adults to the reading 
matter deemed suitable for adolescents, or to inhibit the efforts of writers to achieve artistic expression. 

5. It is not in the public interest to force a reader to accept the prejudgment of a label characterizing any 
expression or its author as subversive or dangerous. 

6. It is the responsibility of publishers and librarians, as guardians of the people's freedom to read, to contest 
encroachments upon that freedom by individuals or groups seeking to impose their own standards or tastes 
upon the community at large; and by the government whenever it seeks to reduce or deny public access to 
public information. 

7. It is the responsibility of publishers and librarians to give full meaning to the freedom to read by providing 
books that enrich the quality and diversity of thought and expression. By the exercise of this affirmative 
responsibility, they can demonstrate that the answer to a "bad" book is a good one, the answer to a "bad" 
idea is a good one. 

Adopted June 25, 1953, by the ALA Council and the AAP Freedom to Read Committee; amended January 28, 1972; 
January 16, 1991; July 12, 2000; June 30, 2004. 

 

IV. FREEDOM TO VIEW 

1. To provide the broadest access to film, video, and other audiovisual materials because they are a means for 
the communication of ideas. Liberty of circulation is essential to insure the constitutional guarantee of 
freedom of expression. 

2. To protect the confidentiality of all individuals and institutions using film, video, and other audiovisual 
materials. 

3. To provide film, video, and other audiovisual materials which represent a diversity of views and expression. 
Selection of a work does not constitute or imply agreement with or approval of the content. 

4. To provide a diversity of viewpoints without the constraint of labeling or prejudging film, video, or other 
audiovisual materials on the basis of the moral, religious, or political beliefs of the producer or filmmaker or 
on the basis of controversial content. 

5. To contest vigorously, by all lawful means, every encroachment upon the public's freedom to view. 

This statement was originally drafted by the Freedom to View Committee of the American Film and Video 
Association (formerly the Educational Film Library Association) and was adopted by the AFVA Board of Directors 
in February 1979. This statement was updated and approved by the AFVA Board of Directors in 1989. Endorsed 
January 10, 1990, by the ALA Council.  


