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| discovered Anne Sexton's poetry during my early college days, and | sfill furn to her work
regularly. As a member of the confessional school of poets who flourished in America during
the 1960s, she was a contemporary of Robert Lowell, Sylvia Plath, and W. D. Snodgrass among
others. Controversial though she was, Sexton was highly regarded af the time, twice
nominated for the National Book Award, and a Pulitzer Prize winner for Live or Die in 1967.

Much of her work focuses on her struggles with depression and various suicide attempts,
and certainly those pieces have resonated most powerfully with readers over the years. T e
However, there is much more to be found in Sexton’s oeuvre, not least of which are the brilliant [ e
retellings of fairy tales that she produced in 1971s Transformations. Full of references to the news events and
pop culture of the time, they are an innovative juxtaposition of the modern and the timeless that won her a
whole new legion of fans. In her final volumes of poetry, The Death Notebooks and The Awful Rowing Toward
God, Sexton’s work became more frenzied, and the content increasingly more religious. These books are also
worth a visit.

However, it is probably the first three volumes of poetry, beginning with 1960’s To Bedlam and Part Way Back,
that have held up best. Dealing with topics that were somewhat taboo at the fime, including abortion, illegitimate
children, and mastectomies, these poems are flawless in their technical execution and franscendent in their
content. Not all of them are based on Sexton’s own life. “Unknown Girl in the Maternity Ward,” for instance, is
completely fictional.

Sadly, Anne Sexton took her own life in 1974. Several of her poems are still regularly anthologized and taught in
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Over the Moon Lids Hour

The library is excited to begin a new
program designed for preschoolers and
toddlers. We are hosting an introduction to
the program at 10am on July 18th just before
Mr. Harley in the Children’s Room.

This new ‘Over the Moon” activity hour
featuring Desiree Marin will include stories,
action rhymes, finger plays, sing-alongs and
an assortment of other activities.

The library plans to confinue the program on
a regular basis in the Fall, and we hope to see
lots of faces on Wednesday, July 18th for
Over the Moon followed by Mr. Harley!

Communi‘(y Vead

The Library is thrilled to announce the launch of an
area-wide Community Read of "Father of the Rain” by Lily
King. The first annual summertime Lakes Region Community
Read will bring the area together to read the same book af
the same time, starting a community-wide conversation.
Residents and neighbors are invited to attend our
Community Discussion held on Wednesday, July 18 at
6:00pm, and the library will host Lily King on Tuesday, July
24 at 6:30pm. The aim is fo build community in a fun and
meaningful way.

Lily King’s first book, “The Pleasing Hour,” published in
1999, was a New York Times Notable Book. In 2005, her
second book, “The English Teacher,” was a Chicago Tribune
Best Book of the Year and a Publishers Weekly Top Ten
Best Book of the Year. Her most recent book, ‘Father of
the Rain’, tells the story of a girl struggling with her
devotion fo her alcoholic father as she grows to adulthood.
The book was on Publishers Weekly’s and The Washington
Post’s lists of best books of the year. If won the New
England Book Award for fiction, and was a New York Times
Editors’ Choice.

Lily King will speak at the Bailey Public Library on
Tuesday, July 24, at 6:30pm. Copies of King’s books will be
available for sale through Apple Valley Books.
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Merrie Hanson has been a member of the Board of Trustees of the Bailey Public Library for almost twenty X
years, but her love of books and libraries began as a child. An Auburn nafive, Merrie has called Winthrop home ﬁ
since 1963. She graduated from Winthrop High School in 1974, and then attained a two year degree in ﬂ N
Criminal Justice from the University of Maine at Augusta. In 1984, she began a rewarding career in real estate

that continues fo this day. She started as an administrative assistant at Winthrop Real Estate, but almost

immediately obtained her real estate license as an Associate Broker. She has now been licensed for 27 years, . » 3

and has been an integral part of the Rizzo Maftson, Realtors feam in Augusta since 1989. Merrie specializes in "all things residential,” and
when you talk with her, it’s clear that she’s passionate about her work.

Although she is an undeniable workaholic, Merrie finds time o enjoy various hobbies and interests, including swimming and cooking. She
loves finding interesting recipes fo experiment with and describes herself as having “an adventurous palette.” Needless to say, sheis a
voracious reader, listing Janet Evanovich, Sue Grafton, Robert B. Parker, and Stuart Woods among her favorite authors.

When asked fo name one great thing about the Bailey Library, Merrie is quick to point out that “There’s no one thing. There are many
things. However, | love the centralized, downtown location.” She believes it’s important for bikers and walkers fo access the library with
ease, which is one of the perks of the library’s spot off Main Street.

One of Merrie’'s most important quotes is "Look outside the box.” She has used this in her life, her real estate career, and her role as a
library frustee. As the Bailey Library continues fo be one of Winthrop's busiest spofs, having dedicated frustees like Merrie Hanson is a
true asset indeed.
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